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CONNECT

Overview

A Nationôs Call to Action

ñWeôll be on our way to computerizing all of 

Americaôs medical records, which wonôt just 

eliminate inefficiencies, save billions of dollars and 

create tens of thousands of jobs ïbut will save 

lives by reducing deadly medical errors.ò 

ïPresident Barack Obama, February 4, 2009
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The Current State of Affairs: A Disjointed, 

Expensive Healthcare System

ÅU.S. spent approx. $2.2 trillion on health care in 

2007 ($7,421/person). This comes to 16.2% of GDP, 

nearly twice the average of other developed 

nations. (Source: www.whitehouse.gov) 

ÅOnly about 8% of the nation's 5,000 hospitals 

and 17% of its 800,000 physicians currently use 

the electronic health record (EHR) systems 

envisioned for the whole nation. Most of todayôs 

systems are still not interoperable. (Source: CNN)

ÅDue to lack of interoperable EHRs, tests are 

duplicated, information is unavailable at the point 

of care, public health information is difficult to track 

and health organizations carry a heavy 

administration burden. 
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The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) invests $19 billion in computerized 

medical records that will help to reduce costs and 

improve quality while ensuring patientsô privacy. 

ARRA promotes the national agenda by helping:

V Increase access to care

V Improve quality of care

V Decrease the costs of care

V Promote meaningful use of EHRs

ARRA and the Presidentôs reform agenda focus on building

open and transparent government. 

The National Health IT Agenda

4

http://www.whitehouse.gov/


6/8/2010

3

National Health IT Agenda, 

Federal Agencies, and CONNECT

» Agencies are responsible for meeting 

congressionally-mandated regulatory 

requirements.

» Why implement CONNECT? Because ité

Å Acts as an Accelerant: promotes standards-based 

health information exchange and industry innovation

Å Serves as a Platform for Participation: 

encourages download; can improve upon and build 

additional solutions on

Å Reduces the Cost for Organizations: implements 

the NHIN standards and health-related data 

exchange using NHIN conventions and standards; 

allows organizations to focus their technology 

investments on challenges in other areas

Å Keeps Development Costs Low: uses open 

source technologies, encourages re-use

What am I required to do?

What specific plans 

or technologies are 

already in place 

that would reduce 

my workload?
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Why Federal Agencies Decided to 

Collaborate

» Agencies have unique goals and missions, but 

identified areas to build common solutions

» Cross coordination benefits:

Å Faster to market

Å Cheaper

Å Enhanced services to the beneficiaries

Å Support for unique goals and missions

» Federal agencies are: 

Å Coordinating to streamline services for beneficiaries

Å Implementing standardized solutions to contain costs 

while supporting meaningful use goals

Å Expecting state, tribal and private sector partners to 

participate in interoperable exchange of health 

information
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Reform 

Objectives

Meaningful Use 

Objectives
Transparent Government 

Objectives

CONNECT promotes the 

widespread adoption of 

interoperable health IT. 

It uses nationally recognized 

standards, conventions and 

trust agreements, to address 

multiple complex objectives 

simultaneously.

CONNECT

Meeting Multiple Objectives
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CONNECT is

The Federal Response to the NHIN

CONNECT is a federally funded, 

Open Source software solution 

that allows the secure and private 

exchange of health information. 

ÅPlatform for Participation

ÅPlatform for Innovation

CONNECT Success to Date:

ÅDoD, VA, IHS, SSA, CDC, NCI & NDMS 

demonstrated exchange with federal and 

non-federal organizations in 2008

ÅFour agencies in limited production in 2009

ÅAn additional six agencies to limited 

production in 2010

Å20+ private sector organizations are building 

solutions that communicate with CONNECT

ÅState and private sector organizations have 

also opted to adopt and use CONNECT in 

their solutions for interoperability
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Test/Demo ProductionFederal Adopters

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

OFM (esMD)

OCSQ (PQRI)

OCSQ (C-HIEP)

CMSO (MITA Claims Submission)

Department of Defense

Department of Homeland Security

Department of Veterans Affairs

Food and Drug Administration

Federal Communications Commission

Indian Health Service

National Cancer Institute

National Disaster Medical System

Social Security Administration
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2010*
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2009
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CONNECT and NHIN * Planned

NHIN/CONNECT Implementation Status
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Federal Health Architecture

Advancing the Agenda

FHA ensures federal participation in ONC-led initiatives such as the NHIN, 

NHIN Direct, EHR adoption, and CONNECT

ÅE-gov initiative managed by ONC within HHS          Å 26+ federal agencies participate in FHA
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Test/Demo ProductionNon-Federal Adopters

Center for Healthy Communities, Wright State University, Healthlink

Central Virginia Health Network/MedVirginia

Community Health Information Collaborative (CHIC)

Emdeon

EPIC

HealthBridge

Indiana State Department of Health

Iowa Department of Public Health

Iowa Health Systems

Kaiser Permanente

MedVirginia

MEDNET in Partnerships

Community Health Information Collaborative (aka HIE-Bridge)

LACIE ïLewis and Clark Information Exchange

Emdeon

Hielix ïPhase 1 Contract for the State of North Dakota Statewide HIE

New York State Department of Health

Orange County ER Connect

Redwood MedNet

Regenstrief Institute, Inc.

Southeastern Michigan Health Association

Thayer County Health Services

Washington State Department of Health 
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Vendors Solutions with CONNECT

Reflection Technologies
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